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WALES PUJA COMMITTEE

cordially invites all to

% durga puja 3633

Venue: TEMPLE OF PEACE
King Edward Vii Avenue

Cardiff CF10 3AP

PUJA SCHEDULE

FRIDAY 30th Sept 2022 SASHTH!I & BODHAN 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm
(very limited access, booking required)

SATURDAY  1st Oct 2022 SAPTAMI PUJO 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm
Food 9.00 pm.

SUNDAY 2nd Oct 2022 ASHTAMI PUJO 7.30 pm-9.00 pm
Pushpanjali & Arati 9.00 pm
Food 9.30 pm

MONDAY 3rd Oct 2022 SANDHI PUJO 11.30 am- 12.30pm
Anjali 1.00 pm
Bhog 2.00 pm
NAVAMI PUJO 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm
Arati & Dhunuchi Nach 8.30 pm
Food 9.30 pm

TUESDAY 4th Oct 2022 DASHAMI
Morning Pujo 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Bhog 2.00 pm
Cultural programme & food 6.30 PM-9.30 pm

WEDNESDAY 5th Oct 2022 SINDUR KHELA & VISARJAN 10.30 am -1.30 pm
Food 2.00 pm
AGM 6.30 pm - 7.00 pm

Cultural programme 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm
LINE Food 9.00 pm

Further details of the program and parking please check WPC Facebook page, WhatsApp group and website, Please message
us on our Facebook page or email walespujacommittee@gmail.com
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From the Chairperson’s Desk, Wales Puja Committee, October2022

As I sit down to pen my thoughts, in the final year as Chairperson of WPC, memories keep flooding
back. Not only of the last one year, not only o?l my three years as Chairperson, but back to 2007,
when I first went to Penyr'heo?t to enjoy a '‘Bangali' Durga Pujo and was introduced to this august
organisation.

What an association of fifteen years!l And so much to reminiscel!

The warmth of the welcome from the existing members, the cordial invitation to the Executive
Committee, enfrusted with the responsibility for the role of Secretary and taking over as the
Chairperson of the organisation, all rushes back to me. And it's not only for me, but also for my
;ami:yl as an integral part of WPC, the organisation that my wife lovingly calls her ‘extended
amily’.
Our 'Durga Pujo' in Wales is o me the only 'Durga Pujo'. Ever since I came to Cardiff, I have not
missed a single Durga Pujo of ours. That's 15 years of bliss. And I do not miss the ‘other’ Pujos,
including those in Kolkatal

What is the attraction of ‘our’ Pujo? How can I explain this sense of belonging?

Is it the warmth, the camaraderie, the hard work, the satisfaction? Possibly, but above all the
feeling, this is ‘amader’ Pujo. For years, yours truly had been the inhouse 'lightman’ and ‘sound
engineer’. For several years, not only did I set up the lights and the sound system on the 'Shasthi’,
but also played with the lights and sound during the cultural programme while compering the show,
all at oncell And I did all this, partly because it always felt WPC Durga Pujo is our ‘ghorer pujo’, but
mainly because I have seen the examples set by our seniors. How hard they all wor‘ged to make this
organisation what it is today!

Then there is the ‘'wife' factor. I have seen her work tirelessly over the last 15 years, giving her
everything, to ensure the Pujo goes on seamlessly. Whether it is her role as Cultural Officer,
delivering the only ‘Geeti-Natyo' till date for WPC, whether its her role in Pujo set-up on stage or
dishing out delicious meals as Catering Officer, she always ensures she gives her best.

Like so many others in this organisation, past, present, or future, I also benefited from WPC
Eer‘sonally. WPC Durga Pujo is a fabulous forum that allows us to display the skills and talent of our

ids to the wider audience. I still remember how my daughter, Ella, dressed up as a 'kola byang’,
danced on stage. And I also observed how over the years she continued to perform and enthral
thanks to the opportunities that our organisation provided. She has matured into a graceful 18-
year-old and WPC has a huge part to play in it. So, when almost the entire Executive Committee
came over to ours, with their family, fo give her their blessings, it was quite an emotional event for
us.

Like last year, we are lucky to hold our Pujo in Temple of Peace. We are all looking forward to an-
other five-day bonanza, five days of pujo, adda, songs and dance. And of course, no Bangali event is
complete without food.

So, I invite you all fo come and enjoy with us. Next year is our 50th year and we have big plans, un-
der the guidance of a new team. But any big plans need big money. WPC, a charitable Trust, de-
pends on the generosity of its members and patrons to thrive and flourish. So please help us to
continue to organise your events and in a bigger scale for years to come.

SHUBHO BIJOYA

Dr Kausif Mufﬁejee




From the Secretary’s Desk, Wales Puja Committee, October 2022

This is perhaps my last letter as a secretary to all of you, my friends, fellow members of the WPC
and those who attend and enrich our programs. We have finally come out of a very dark period and
will at long last be able to celebrate our Autumn Festival without the spectre of disease and the
weight of restrictions. Many who attend will have lost near and dear ones or have suffered in
varying ways. Whilst the pandemic is now largely behind us, we have entered a period of economic
challenges and here within the WPC like everywhere else, this is keenly felt. Things are certainly
more expensive, and money is harder to come by. We are also experiencing climate change like never
before and, the looming dark clouds of war across the horizon. Mankind seems to have fallen
backwards into a narrower minded and violent era where social, philosophical, and educational gains
of the past are being rapidly destroyed in the cauldron of hatred and ignorance, fuelled by the fires
of fake news and doubt.

Perhaps more than ever before, we need faith. We need the rise of a great power, a Ma Durga of
our fimes. Perhaps more than many a year, we all need o focus on what is good around us and
celebrate it. Perhaps more than ever, we need positive organisations like the WPC to provide us all
with a treasure chest of warm experiences and happy memories.

Through these challenging times the fantastic team at the WPC has adapted, evolved, and managed
to host our Pujas and celebrate other events such as the recent Shotoborsho pore. For this the
credit must go to all of you who in your own different ways bring to the table a a vast variety of
talents, experience and a fierce determination to succeed against all odds. The last year has been a
trying one for me. However, rallying around me has been the most amazing WPC Family. T feel fruly
blessed to be surrounded by such a large extended family ready to step in whenever required,
encouraging, empathising, and celebrating. Yes celebrating our shared cultures, festivals, values and,
our struggles together. This and, our sense of unity and our collective warmth has always been the
greatest aspect of my relationship with this WPC.

The next year will find us celebrating our Golden Jubilee. At the helm will be a new team, fresh and
ready with great new ideas and energy, an organisation refreshed as all organisations should from
time to time. We who step back will carry on contributing as we best can.

The last year has been full of highlights and perhaps the first mention must go to Dr Sumitra Mitra
Ghosh who stepped in as a priest when unfortunate circumstances meant that our regular priests
could not be present. Her presence was inspirational and her passion permeated through as did her
sheer enjoyment of the festivals. We must be one of the first few Pujas to have had a priestess and
a most wonderful one too. Great mention must go to Anirban and Tamasree for being ever present
with advice and information without which we would be totally lost.

As ever, our Dynamic Duo, Neelem and Sandipda with their incredible tireless dedication, attention
to detail and constant work behind the scenes made the impossible possible. Liza has really shone as
our Cultural Officer and not many could appreciate how difficult it has been within the restrictions
faced to arrange these innovative and impressive programs. Our amazing catering officers Krishna
and Moon moved and adapted to the demands of the pandemic and importantly, new venues without
kitchens and still arranged fantastic food. Pankaj continues to be freasure as a Treasurer,
meticulous to the smallest fraction and always up to date and precise, and all that with a smile.
Sayantan deserves a very special mention for his detailed work in so many aspects and indeed our
new office would have been rather empty but for Sudipta and his proactive help. Mention also must
go to Sudipto Mohan for his artistic and IT skills . Kausik, our beloved COWPC, has been a calm
tower of strength around which so much is built. Doing anything with him is always easy because of
his sincerity and friendship. As ever I must thank all our senior members and oTKers for their
encouragement, their invaluable words of wisdom and, their amazing links with varying organisations
which makes so many different things possible. Debanjali has been an incredible help with this sou-
venir. In between trips to India and organising conferences and her valuable work, she has been
compiling and editing articles and bringing so much more to our magazines.

The last year also brought us some exciting new faces, new dedicated
attendees who have lit up our events with their talents, involvement, help
and presence. Any organisation needs to renew and replenish itself and this
is most welcome. It has also been wonderful to see our children mature into
such bright young members of our community. Ever festival is special
because of them.

SHUBHO BIJOYA FRIENDS




From the Treasurer's Desk, Wales Puja Committee, October 2022

Dear All,

I am pleased to present the Wales Puja Committee accounts for 2021 - 22. We have A
finally moved back to face to face events though initially numbers were restricted.

I am thankful to all who donated generously throughout the year during different events and

specially to those who have set up regular donations. I am ever grateful fo Neeleem Sahg,

Dr Sandip Raha and other WPC Executive Committee members for their initiative and hard
work thanks to which we can bring you another grand Durga Puja celebration.

I remain indebted fo Dr Sandip Raha, and Mr Neeleem Saha for their
_ guidance and support with all the work required behind the scenes including
4 reclaiming gift aid from the HMRC.

. Expenses have risen considerably and sponsorships are more difficult to come
2 by so we need your patronage more than ever before.

Wales Puja Committee Accounts 2021-22

ity No: 1050138

Durga Puja:-
Income ( in £)

WCIA Hall hire

Stage Building/ Lighting/ Decorations
Protima Transportation

Priest Service/ Accomodation/ Car Park
Fruits/ Flowers / Puja Samagree/ Provisions
WCIA Hall Car Park

K.K. Solutions for Souvenirs

4 Nights Meal & Sweets from Puja Sweets
4 Days meal from PUKKA pure Indian Kitchen
Takeaway Cutlery Packaging Cutlery sets
Cultural Program:-

Hall Hire for Rehearsals(4days@£30)

Stage Sound Service

Dance Props/ Gift for performers & Judges

842.65

120
283.62
224.8

Online Donations
Cash

Cheque

Car Park collections

Sponsors :-
Lifeline Pro Ltd
Eurocross Ltd.
Sharee Stall
Flowers Donation
Sweets Donation

4431.78
432
302
456

| Total

14995.54|

[ Total

Deficit

Kali Puja:-
Llandaff Rowing Club Hall hire(@£50/hour)
Hall set up/ Pre-Post kitchen Clean (@£25/hour)
Puja Samagree/ Fruits/ Flowers/ Provision
Refreshment from Pukka Pure Indian Kitchen Caterer
Sparklers / Fireworks /Kitchen help

7698.31

250
75
283.8
440
85

(Community Grant Received on Sep'2019 which was £7150. 5o overall Durga Puja event deficit is £548.31)

Online Donations
Cash

Thali Donation
(Pronami)

Sweets Donation

| Total

1133.8|

[ Total

87.8




250
199.7
382.65
577.56
120

| Total

1529.91]

Sotoborsopore Cultural Program:-

Visiting Artist flight Expenses
Remunerations and Accomodation

VISA cost/ Travelling U.E /Parking / Food

Loodon Artists Fees/ Car Fuel/ Coach Fare/ Refreshment
Hall Hire for Reharsals/ Stage Light/ Refrehment
Chapter Hall Hire for Program

49.1

1170.7
2598.78
581.67
1026.4
464.47
550
968.73

| Total

Deficit

210.75

500

| Total

500

General Expenses & Income:-

Durga Puja Event Insurance

Kitchen Hehp(82 hours@£10)

Intercity Removals ( Protima Storage)
Microsoft & Yearly Zoom subscription (@£14.39/month)
HCW Mebership

UERBC Co- host Fees

NHS Charities Together, Warwick
Purniture transfer Van fare for WPC office & Solicitor fees
Admin/ Storage Box/ Decoration Cloth
Miscellaneous :-

Last year Expenses hadn't claimed, gone through this year
Fraud Transaction named FORTNUMANDM, ason.com
Sotoborso Pore Rehearsal PCC Hall Hire paid Twice.

[ Need to be claim back)

21

105.27
1839.45
130

| Total

Grand Total

Overall Surpluses during 2021-2022 accounting year is
Total in Bank on 81/08/2021

3307.19
28,772.19
1,528.78
29,400.48

[Total
Grand Total

Current A/C Balance 2057.32
Savings A/C Balance  27969.33
Charity A/C Balance 2.61

| Total in Bank on 31/08/2022

30,929.26)

|Totalin Bank  80,929.26|
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Members of the WPC Executive Committee & Office Bearers

Chair Person
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Cultural Officer

Catering officer

Events Officer
Puja co coordinator

Members:

Mr Rahul Aich

Mrs Raktima Bhadra Sarkar
Mrs Maitreyi Das

Dr Sakti Guha Niyogi

Mrs Mahua Mukher jee

Dr Kanti Nath
Dr Anjan Roy
Mrs Banani Sinha Roy

2021-22

Dr Kaushik Mukherjee
Mr Neeleem Saha

Dr Shiladitya Sinha
Mr Pankaj Sarkar

Dr Liza Mukhopadhyay

Dr Madhuparna Mukherjee,

Mrs Christina Roy

Vacant

Dr Chandana Baner jee

Mr Niladri Chakraborty
Dr Sankar Das

Mr Anirban Mukhopadhyay

Mrs Tamashree Mukhopadhyay

Mrs Aditi Basu

Mrs Sinjini Chakraborty
Mr Sayantan Das

Dr Ashok Mukherjee

Dr Sudiptomohan Mukherjee Mrs Abha Narayan

Mrs Shikha Nath
Prof Hashmukh Shah

Newly Inducted Executive Committee Members 2022

Mrs Amrita Banerjee
Mr Krishnendu Banerjee

Honorary Members:

Mr T K Kar
Dr RD Narayan

Trustees:

Chair of Trustees: Dr Kanti Nath

Dr Sakti Guha Niyogi
Dr Ravi Narayan
Dr Satya Kishore Sharma

Dr Amlan Bhattacharya

Mr Dipak Kundu
Dr Mohan Nath

Dr Sankar Das

Dr Sandip Raha
Mrs Sharada Sharma

Dr Raja Biswas

Mrs JTharna Majumdar
Dr Satya Kishore Sharma

Dr Ashok Mukherjee

Dr Sandip Raha

Dr Kaushik Mukherjee: Chair of Exec committee is an
ex officio Trustee during the tenure
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FRIARY HOUSE, AN OFFICE AT LAST

We were formed in 1973 and the name Wales Puja Committee came into existence in the late
1980's. For nearly half a century now, we have had several discussions about acquiring a
permanent venue for our WPC. We had explored local properties of old church buildings,
warehouses and community centres for sale in early the 2000 and over the past 10 years.
Somehow there were mixed feelings among members about a permanent venue- the concerns
were around financial issues, maintenance, commitment, costs and regular use.

Our executive membership have busy young professionals in demanding jobs, and many have
young families. There are retired seniors, but time commitment would be limited from them
too due to various factors. This issue of time that members can afford to give has been
discussed several times. The contemplation clouded our decision for decades till earlier this
year, 2022.

Our Chair of Trustees Dr Kanti Nath was approached over email from an estate agent
"AVIRE" who mainly work with businesses with vacant office properties up for lease. Such
offers are supported by local councils to help in the regeneration of centres of towns and
cities in the UK. A unique feature of this approach was that only registered charities are
eligible to apply and the lease period is for 3 years and rent free. The only commitment is
towards paying energy bills.

We undertook several viewings of o
properties in the centre of Cardiff, : ‘L\“F
including the 8th floor office space in sl g "

Friary house, Greyfriars Road and o) ﬁ
Fitzalan house, Fitzalan place - both of : S ,
them are located in the centre of Car- —AESO . )

diff. We put our bid for two spaces in [{"{7 88

Fitzalan House and one in Friary House. fstafiss

By early August this year, we were of- B g -

fered 8th floor of Friary House (fully _ IO
carpeted) and we signed a 3 years lease

with free accommodation. Chetna Solicitors on City Road, Cardiff helped us voluntarily to
sign the lease contract.

Our next hurdle was office furniture- this is where Sudipta & Sayantan Das came forward.
They arranged collection of substantial number of office furniture (tables, chairs, book
shelve, cupboard) given for free by the Cardiff Metropolitan University (Llandaff campus).
We also have offer of another 50 chairs at a very reasonable price from the India Centre
which will be collected soon.

We acquired the office on 15th August and moved in on 18th August. This is now our WPC
home and venue for small events venue for the next three years. It is for use by all our
members and their friends and we have plans for community events, seniors’' club, language
and dance classes, birthday celebrations etc to continue utilising the space regularly. We
need to make a kitchenette with water and sink facilities which has already been agreed
upon with out landlord Topland group in London and hopefully this will be completed before
our Kali Puja.

Our WPC office is accessible 24/7 and after hours too and we will encourage anyone looking
for free (with minimal donation to WPC) venue in the centre of Cardiff to contact us. There
are no cooking facilities, but we have a small fridge, kettle, microwave and hopefully running
water soon.

s;'}.'
witees |55
A
=

Next year WPC will celebrate its Golden anniversary and we hope to
see lots of activities throughout 2023 in our newly- acquired office.

Happy Durga Puja and Shubho Sharodiya.

Dr Sandip Raha




ATOT Gt WA TG
Ol. "IN Gpe!

WW@ B RICIIRCIGIEPUSI W | APAIP PR ARG K | AAH AR
amlmmiwa‘awm%\sw |WW BO(R IMRINH | .

m —q'rcfa‘ (AR R WG ST GLS (BT,
0 | TG QN Wﬁ(ﬁ% OIS ]G BN MTsR~ Q1| AR ! I

aﬁmwmw elm%ﬁw ST BRI (I | FGH &I | o1, e,

W IR e 9T (weldl \‘o(\‘o 3143 I<1G'1I?I\‘> A | '\’IVINIW
Wﬁgmmlwwﬂvﬁa WIWW%l@W@%&W%@ oI
<ll|\'9(.\‘) <1l|\'9(.!> (d0\G G'(_és C<1I\"JG | " T, _ﬁIW‘)‘ﬂ

Ogmm m@ﬂwé trfismﬂﬁ’r < SIS ST I, W GO SN©
GO (AT &F | TS " JIGCAT COTNIE AT (9. .. " | ST TN AT
%qu (O WL QRN ST f‘l«‘m AT | PTG A0 (9 | SF N[ FIARGI

AT ATOI WY IIHAD AU 57T (N o | ey W\')"MWI{W% |
Waﬁ—wmwm@mlwwiﬁ%—jﬁﬂggﬂmeﬁw (ACH (O
CNIFTHNE | T2 5N WY R (AfGSTS | (72 PP FIPI VACPINMR I T NI

cw%m (91T (T ITH OFF | SHERIF RO JTARN ANITHA MG |

"INl ATOT A12 (O VAR AT (VAR o2 | AN {F (Orad Oy SWHSH FABiew 2
R FA QN (STNOTCY I Mo 1 |
2T FATS (10T LT AT NG JFBILBT WG (! ] (018 (M T | ZGFAY
o vt ot B oo o - o
ST NI AFIEBNP G0 (MR NOTNZ

Wm@mmmmmwiwcwmiﬂm|@m Q?FE@T‘HT'@SW
7 % (R WINIF NITHL NCOT | ATGI TG (RAD 5PN IR

WW\WWWI@WWWIWETWETW@WWW
ITET | HETCTE | " 8 8 & @Y (F R06 WY, TS 5% J0TR. .

N B @V G GLOT A JHS AN I TG HHFA (AT | 3 TER (MATEIR TS (TS RIS
2[OT | FICHF I[P (AT DA (AN G (IR R 0T NG(R RO | 23W
MR (Y FIF, OIF VGF Y7 FOI M (AT IR XS TS (AR AETEIY! (O YO QN
GITOTY AT (HIFH] | IBTS ABIT® IMG L (A3 SRR O |

ATMTGT TG G N | AT fTUTs FForg FoN WWCWN@\QWM\-)Q%
ﬂﬂ%lwaﬁm@w W@Trmﬁmmlmmwmﬁm
Wwﬁfaﬁwrw@ﬁﬁ%ﬂmewﬂm © m\mlmimﬂmﬁw
© wb—d—m—q'l wwqwm&nm»m (57T, T SN
PICAG | ©18 FT [Fgh SIS | 94« SN WO O 26 % %WTWWWW
TIPS AT |

ﬂ@&m%WW?W|MWWﬁWWW|W%ﬁWWWW|
5 G N1 (51 GUAR G2 (AT " | 18 SeFfox W STGNS, O (T
ST AHNCT (T (ST ST, G el ©, Ol [T "a‘src—rw SIRIGEIIGEY
aa?f*vwaasmwm@rsw BIEGIE] gcf%m?aaa\mﬂemrw STAT I |
HIRAN, (CTYFAT TS QI (VNIN PN | (O BHEN PO SR |

I TN T P N (HFICAIA |

Dr Shyamal Chakrabarti

is a prolific author and an eminent
Gynaecologist & Obstetrician at
RG Kar Medical College




"The seasons alter: hoary-hearted frosts
Fall in the fresh lap of the crimson rose,

AUTUMN

And on old Hiems' thin and icy crown of sweet Summer buds
Is, as in mockery, set. The spring, the Summer, The chilling autumn, angry winter, change

Their wonted liveries, and the mazed world,

By their increase, now knows not which is which.”

William Shakespeare

The simplistic Autumn as defined by the fading months of the calendar, is in reality a cliche to
what Autumn really means to me. I don't want fo sound deluded nor air my fears of ageing. But

I do feel Autumn is an indication for preparation.

As suddenly the skies dawn a coat of grey
That for months

The temperatures drop

A quivering leaf flutters down

As it lands on the wilting grass.

‘Come frail leaves, join the slumber
Freeze the dew upon thy lustrous sheen.
As the days add on and the weeks

The defiant grey skies revel.

As if in horror

For what's to follow,

Yellow, orange, mauve and red

To bring a balance

To dispel the damning grey, but alas,
The biting cold knows no bound

Till the trees stand bare in abject despair.

As the frozen boughs,

Winter comes and,

Till the hope of Spring

And covers the nudity of the mighty Oaks

Though, for Nature seasons change,
Man however,

Has one season to suffice with.

It has a lot it wants to fell.

Be prepared for the Winter

We live through all seasons as we intend
But remember they do not return again.
Rejoice and spread the joy

Your Autumn is here now,

And never again, will it return.

Dr Ashof ./"’fukﬁejee

Dispelling the azure,

had allowed the sun to play,
Sending a chill,

Picking up on its way, a hue of gold.
It looks heaven wards,

Before the icy winter winds

Turn to months
The leaves change colour,

Is never quite clear.
Are the frail efforts the trees do make.

Not a bird nor squirrel dare a glance
Offer no shelter nor grace

Nature stands still

Brings back blue skies

In foliage, thick and green.

What goes round, returns again.
the Master beast

Autumn for Man is a chiming bell,
Listen and listen well.

as Autumn yells.




God Save the King

1926- 2022

Once again, we are a United Kingdom.

Our Queen reigned from 6™ Feb, 1952 until her death on 8™ Sept., 2022; her reign of 70
years and 214 days was the Ionges‘r of any British monarch of a sovereign country.

The Queen was born at Bruton Street, London and she breathed her last at Balmoral Castle
in Scotland. Queen known to us was called Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor. Her best
friends were her corgis, those short-legged, ill-tempered beasts with a yap that doesn't

Epeal to many people in Britain but was crucial to our queen. She was married to Prince
Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh between 1947 - 2021 and she described him as her strength and
stay. In our King's words -"Queen Elizabeth was a life well lived, a promise with destiny
kept and she is mourned most deeply in her passing”. We came Toge’rher as a nation, as a
commonwealth and indeed globally to lay the Queen to rest at the St. Georges Chapel, on
the grounds of Windsor castle.

In her own very wise words, which I think we can all recognise and resonate in our lives too
On Character: "Grief is the price you pay for Love.” (after 9/11 attacks)

"It has always been easy to hate and destroy. To build and to cherish is much more
difficult." - Christmas Day broadcast, 1957

"Family does not necessarily mean blood relatives, but often a description of a community,
organisation or nation.” - Christmas Day broadcast, 2011

"I have sincerely pledged myself to your service, as so many of you are pledged to mine."
- Coronation Ceremony speech, 1952

"My husband has quite simply been my strength and stay all these years, ’ L
and I owe him debt greater than he would have ever claim." - Statement T~
on her Golden Wedding Anniversary, 1997

"When life seems hard, the courageous do not lie down and accept
defeat; instead they are all the more determined to struggle for a
better future." - Christmas Broadcast, 2008 SERENEL R

Written and compiled

by Ruth Raha




The Queen and I

My name is Shivangi Das.

I have always been interested in
the monarchy and during my
childhood I have always admired our
late Queen. As a part of HRH
Queen Elizabeth's Platinum Jubilee
2022, I decided to make a small
model for her out of quilling.

I undertook some research into Her
Royal Highness and her interests.
From this, I decided to make a
model of a piano with Her Majesty
sat and with Prince Philip standing
beside her. I sent this to the
Buckingham Palace as a special gift.

A month passed and I received a reply from Her Majesty's Lady-in-Waiting.
I was ecstatic.
I jumped up and down with joy.

I felt like I had created a small connection with one of the most important people on earth.
Very recently we lost Her Majesty and this news has devastated many of us. She was the
longest ruling monarch and an inspiration to all. We have lost an iconic figure who made a
powerful impact on Britain and the rest of the world.

Though I felt that 'small connection’ was gone for ever, for me she will always be 'The
Queen'.

SHIVANGI DAS
Grandparents 50™ anniversary and, a cousin's birthday 12 years

Greeting cards painted to celebrate a teacher's retirement,




OUR BUDDING ARTISTS CORNER

The Snail
Aayansh Das, 3 years old

Ganesha
Oreet Sen, 3 years old

Abstract Leaf & Finger Painting
Kiara Mukherjee, 5 years old

DA

Collage
Ethan Datta, 8 years old

The Dancing Lady
Akshi Banerjee, 7 years old




"Mother and her children"
Colouring in by
Maharshi Ray, 9 years old l CRICKE‘f ,‘

ésfufm

Smrriti Mandhana
Aarjo Mukhopadhyay, 10 years old

Cardiff Durga Puja with WPC
Ananmay Banerjee, 12 years old

"What can you see?"
Playing with fluid acrylic on canvas
Jishnu Bhattacharjee, 8 years old

Durga
Jishnu Bhattacharjee, 8 years old




The Technology Tyranny
Aaruni Bhattacharjee, 11 yrs

Date:23/09/2022 Location: Cardiff

Bang! Crash! Shatter!

These were the sounds being made by Alex's grandfather. It was some sensation to stand
outside the engineer/scientist/computer enthusiast's lab (which happened to be a garage) and
hear the crashing, banging and see the occasional bursts of thick, black smoke, but whatever
happened outside was nothing compared to the inside. Because after one final explosion that
set of f the fire alarms for the millionth time, to the keen listener's ear, they would have heard
a soft "whirr” as the future unfolded, the smart robot opened its eyes and TKe world changed.

100 years later...

Date: 23/09/2122 Location: Cardiff (The future version)
Alex opened his eyes fo the sight of the sleek, slender poster advertising a job in the
Institution of Worldwide Technology (or IWT), the biggest and most competitive job centre.
Although it was founded by Alex’s grandfather, who invented the first smart robot ever, this
wasn't what made the IWT famous. The IWT is the hub that provides the technology to the
world that made this century different from the 21st. Hovering cars, Maglev train, Auto
houses, and most importantly, the smart robot. Oh, and the fact that it started hiring kids
from the age of 5! Because the real secret to the IWT's technological leadership was the
imagination of children. Now, I'm sure you must be wondering, what is the smartbot? Well,
entirely for your benefits, I have provided a short fact file for you.

Name: Smartbot

Created by: Alex's grandfather (see first paragraph)

Summary:

The smartbot is a complicated robot designed to learn from their owner's behaviour, which
effectively means that the smartbot examines its surrounding and creates its own code
depending on what it had learnt, following on from the saying "monkey see, monkey do” (which
could be said as "smartbot see, smartbot do.”) The smartbot was the first robot of its kind and
was followed by a long range of different products, all created by Alex’s grandfather in 2022.

See what I mean? And even though the smartbot was manufactured 100 years ago (exactly), it
is the greatest invention to date. Now, back to our 9-year-old Alex, who was clicking at his
computer desperately as we speak, searching for the email that would tell him if he had got
into the IWT or not. He clicked on one and read:

Dear Alex,

We are happy to inform you that this day, the 23rd of September, is the day that you are
invited to join us in the IWT. Your first day at the job will begin fomorrow. Please click here
for the link that will fake you to our centre for a virtual tour.

Kind regards,

IWT

Suddenly Alex's family smartbot burst into the room and let of f a huge burst of holographic
cor;lfe‘r‘ri (it was much easier to clean up) and projecting the email Alex had just read onto the
wall.

On the first day, Alex was nervous. He entered info a large, modern building painted in white
and had smooth walls. He was shown to his desk by one of the countless smartbots, and began
designing one of his countless ideas.

1 Year Later

Date: 23/09/2123 Location: Lecture Hall, IWT

As Oscar, one of IWT's employees and Alex’s kind- of- friend told the audience all about his
new Oscarbot3000, Alex was feeling unsure. He thought Oscar's programming made the
smartbot look rather hostile. Even though he tried telling him so, and despite the evidence that
Alex provided, within the next few days, his stubborn personality had the design shipped out all
over the world, making it much too late.




At home, Alex wondered what would happen. Earlier that same day, he had taken a closer look
at Oscar's programming, and insisted that the robot would become deadly, but so far, Oscar
hadn't listened and refused to acknowledge his mistakes. So Alex decided that he'd best start
getting designs for a forcefield to protect himself and other humans.

Cracking his knuckles, Alex began to work.

Crash! Bang! Wallop! Shatter! AARGH!

Can you imagine what would happen if these were the sounds you woke up to0? You would
probably be terrified out of your wits, right?

Well, not Alex.

He had been expecting the Oscarbot3000s to make their move, and he was not surprised that
it had started destroying things. It had been shipped out several weeks ago, and had caused no
Fr‘oblems at first, but then, everything changed. Firstly, the bots started doing weird things,
ike walking a loaf of bread on a lead, or serving a roast t-shirt for dinner. Then, the wrongly
programmed bot began acting as if it owned everything. And finally, after barging into
pedestrians on the pavement, the first outbreak of malfunctions happened...

Now, it is not normal for a robot to disobey programming. But if the program itself is written
incorrectly, the robot starts getting confused. As such, it starts scaring off life forms.
Unfortunately, this included humans. So as soon as Alex heard the first scream, he started
running fowards the IWT.

The whole place was a wreck. The Oscarbot3000s had been at work, and had upturned desks
and chairs, scattered paperwork and generally wrecked the office. Running down to the safe
room, Alex started furiously tapping at the keys on the ancient computer that was kept there
in case of emergency.

Suddenly, there was a crash behind him and he dived for cover, protecting the computer from
the Oscarbot3000s that had charged down the stairs, and at the same time pressing enter.
And now, just like his grandfather had done, Alex changed the world...

When Alex had pressed the enter button, he had set out an emergency signal that shut down
every piece of technology created. So instantly, the streetlights shut down, the electricity cut,
and, most importantly, the Oscarbots3000 were shut down, leaving only an unearthly silence
and a huge wreck behind.

"Well, that's done with" Alex said.

He turned and walked out of the building. He did not realise that in the quest of developing in-
telligent robots IWT had also unknowingly imparted in these bots the capacity to regenerate -
Pluripotency they called it 100 years ago...the elixir of eternal life.

Five minutes later, there was a spark, then a twitch, before an almighty roar when the
wP:'eTched Oscarbot3000s rose as one unit, seeking revenge out of the person who had stopped
them...

THE END
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Warm rain, warm rain!

Over summer, we had a lot to gain.

And now it has started to drizzle,
Remember when the bbq used to sizzle?
Through winter, spring and summer,
And we are back to fall,

We have been together,

Hand in hand, through it all.

Remember we used to complain,

About it being too hot!

We almost felt like,

We were going to rot.

We used to lounge in public pool,
Without a single care for a rule.

If we had a choice I bet,
We wouldn't make it winter yeft.
But we waste so much time,

But now we'pe back to SChOOI, On moans and rants- 'tisa crimel

Mum said "It's not a big deal!"
But I can't help feeling,
All that T feel.

We might as well enjoy,

Whatever be the season.

Seize those moments of happiness;
Do not try to reason.




United Kingdom Bengali Convention & Awards, 2022

UKBC is a non-profit charity registered in the UK, which aims to organise the largest conven-
tion for the Bengali diaspora in the UK. 4 years ago, Shrobona Bhattacharya floated the idea of
arranging an annual Bengali Convention in the UK similar to widely known North American Benga-
li Convention on a social media platform and help unite the Bengali diaspora within the UK and
promote our culture to a wider audience and o future generations. Various interested individu-
als and organisations joined in, and the first convention was held virtually in 2020 during the
pandemic. In 2021 the first physical convention was organised in Cambridge, and it infroduced
the idea of honouring the UK based Bengalis with an award called "Sera Samman". The Sera
Samman award has 3 categories, Sera Bengali - primarily to nominate the people who are doing
great work in various fields such as Medicine, Politics, Art & Music, Science & Technology, Re-
search, Sports, Media & Journalism, Education, Law, Entrepreneurs, etc. The next category is
the "Community Shaper” to honour the stalwarts whose efforts helped shaping our community
within the UK. And the final one is "Lifetime Achiever” to show respect to the torch bearers
and the great achiever of the Bengali community in the UK.

Mrs Banani Sinha-Ray (Community Shaper, 2021)

Born in Kolkata into a musical family background, Banani was trained
in Kirana Gharana, under the tutelage of a Guru Late Pandit
Biswanath Ghosh who was disciple of Late Ustaad Amir Khan.

She has received many awards and recognitions during her long
career as a vocalist, "All Bengal Compeftition” in Khayal Category,
winner of Welsh Asian Women Achievement Awards in the Arts &
Culture Category, to name a few. She has Ferfor'med LIVEin TV
Channels in Kolkata and her songs were telecasted on TV in different
channels both in Kolkata and in the UK. She has released several CDs
and videos with renowned singer like Saikat Mitra.

In 2021, Wales Arts Reviewer published a book * Seven’ry Years of S’rruggle and Achlevemen’r
Life Stories of Ethnic Minority Women Living in Wales". Her story "Music from the Heart" was
one of three stories in the book. Her "Pictures of my Reewaz" has appeared in the photographic
book by Bruce Cardwell, which is a pictorial depiction of life in the multicultural Wales.

Banani Sinha-Ray is the Founder and Director of "Aurav Disha - A Direction of Peaceful Echo
of Multicultural Wales". She intends to promote the Bengali culture and traditions amongst
younger generations and bring harmony across generations through music and art
performances. She is also involved in teaching and training Indian music amongst the Indian and
Bangladeshi communities.

Mrs Jharna Majumdar (Lifetime Achiever, 2022)

Jharna arrived in South Wales in 1966 as a new, young bride, having
married Dr. Rupen Majumdar in Kolkata that same year. She took to
being a local GP's wife in the mining town of Gilfach Goch, said to be
setting of Richard Llewellyn's novel "How Green was my Valley” She got
stuck into valley life, becoming a Medical Secretary and helping with
the practice and also helping with village fete's and social gatherings.
A role she would fulfil for a further 50 years.

Fiercely and proudly Indian, she took the conscious decision to always |
wear a sari publicly, which became part of her identity, often having to
explain to curious locals' Indian clothes, customs and food! Years later she would say that the
Sanjeev Bhaskar series, "The Indian Doctor” was so very similar to their own lives and
experiences, that it could have been based on them or their many friends that had made the
South Wales valleys their home. Theirs was an open house, that was always full of people for
parties and dinners. She still has great friends from those early days.

Jharna and Rupen were involved from the very beginning of Durga Puja and other Bengali
festivals in Wales in 1973/4, when it was just three families organising the Puja. She has held
various posts from Catering Officer to Entertainment Secretary to Vice-Chair of Wales Puja
Committee and has been a very vocal supporter of the Bengali community in South Wales. Those
early days saw her involved in organising cultural programs of classical singing, dance, and music
with a view to help the next generation of Bengalis experience and understand their roots. She
supported Rupen and the Puja committee to attain Charity status and has always been a




champion of inclusivity and was always a friendly face at events, welcoming newcomers.

In 1986 she started her role as a Bengali Linkworker in Cardiff. This brought her wider
recoghition amongst the Bangladeshi community. This saw her help new arrivals to South Wales
and the UK navigate the hea?‘rh and legal system by often franslating and ensuring that they
had all the support and helr they needed. Her particular focus was women's health, safety and
education. This helped build bridges between the Bengali and Bangladeshi communities.

She is still a supporter of Indian Cultural events often found in the
front row. She is very proud of her two sons, Krishnendu Majumdar
and Saumendra Majumdar. Krishnendu is also the current Chair of
BAFTA.

Kanai Lal Chatterjee (Lifetime Achiever, 2022)

82 years young, Kanai says about himself "I came from nothing to

something.” In the sunny summer of 1961, Mr. Chatterjee reached

London. On the Bombay Ballard ship, he crossed three rough seas to

begin a life in Britain that has been rewarding and challenging in equal

g\eaf‘ure. That said, he has ridden the waves rather than be drowned
y them.

In 1969, he gained an MSc in Welding and Management at Aston University in Birmingham
and in the same year got a job as Research Officer at the British Steel Corporation in New-
port. So took hord of Kanai's deep-rooted connections to South Wales life and culture. As
a Research Scientist, and expert in resistance welding, Kanai wrote over one hundred papers
innovating new techniques for the industry. In 1998, he travelled to Detroit to deliver his paper
on Body Manufacturing and Assembly. He won the award for Best Paper.

He made a choice to strike back at the racism he faced; setting an example to all in his fight
through the legal system to expose the kind of mistreatment ‘rﬁcn‘ so many others have faced.
Community, religion and enriching cultural activity has also been an important part of Kanai's
life. He remembers collecting door to door donations in early years for the Wales Puja
Committee in 1975. His dedication to the organisation is longstanding. For two decades, Kanai
has served South Wales' Bengali community in his priestly role. He first started this role in the
year 2000; his commitments to Bengali religious events (Durga Puja, Kali Puja, Saraswati Puja,
Annaprashan, wedding) in local community in Wales is well known for last 2 plus decades. He has
been a pillar of religious events for many private ceremonies and importantly "Chakkhu Daan"
during our Clay image making of Maa Durga in 2016. His enthusiasm and zeal in performing
5-day Durga puja knows no boundaries and his puja is revered amongst all in South Wales and
visitors of Durga Puja in Cardiff for the last 20 years.

Mr. Kanai Chatterjee is deserving of the Lifetime Achiever Award because his life-long com-
mitment to helping and serving others has been a paramount motivator. He has always been
committed to internal growth. Kanai has practiced yoga for decades,
knowing that it keeps his body and mind healthy. He has also long ob-
served social, political and cultural changes within the UK and India -
challenging his own thinking where necessary. Kanai is probably the
"wokest" eighty-two-year-old around.

Mr Dipak Kundu (Lifetime Achiever, 2022)

o

Born in Kolkata, Dipak came to the UK in 1973 as a student in

Southampton for a PG Diploma, then Aston University, Birmingham for

a Masters, joined the faculty there for 2 years before moving to

Cardiff with a job in British Gas. He fell in love with Cardiff and

stayed there ever since. Over the last 4 decades he had been a pillar of the Bengali community
in Cardiff, including those from West Bengal as well as Bangladesh. He was instrumental in
establishing the strong link between the Bangladeshi community and Bengalis from West Bengal
in Cardiff. Openness, inclusivity and helping all the newcomers to settle in Cardiff easily are
the three social interaction skills he always had, for developing a bond between the
communities.

In 1986, he initiated a Puja souvenir publication for Wales Puja committee. He was the editor
of the souvenirs for several years. In 1997, he became one of the founding members of
"Sangeetanjali” in Wales - an organisation promoting Classical socio-cultural programmes




(music / dance / instrumental etc.).

Mr Kundu was the main contact person from bringing the first clay images of Maa Durga &
others from Kumartuli, Kolkata to Cardiff in 1990. In 2002, he became part of the
subcommittee with Christine McKay (then Curator of National Museum of Wales) & others, to
conceive and commission the first clay image making in the UK by visiting artists from Kolkata.
This idol of Maa Durga is being displayed in the National Museum of Wa?es as a permanent

exhibit till date. In the following years, he was closely involved in the Making of Durga project
in National history Museum of Wales, St Fagans and coordinated the project with visiting
sculptors and Arts Council of Wales. He has served Wales Puja committee (a registered
charity) as Secretary, Treasurer, chairperson, Trustee in the last 39 years and now a life
member for the last 3 yrs. He has a keen interest in Bengali literature and music oo, Wales
Puja committee and Bengali community in South Wales have been intertwined with his life.

Dr Sandip Raha (Community Shaper, 2022)

A recently retired consultant physician who dedicated 40 years of his

life to the NHS, Sandip, a fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, isa |

specialist in the care of elderly patients with special interest in

Parkinson's Disease patients. He made a huge difference to the lives of 3

many an elderly patient over the years who were going through the worst "

periods of their lives. Dr Raha has been professionally recognised many

times for his work in his field. He has also travelled at personal cost and

run free clinics in Kolkata for poor patients who are affected by :

Parkinsons Disease. He was secretary of British Geriatrics society \

(Wales) in 2015-17, Vice chair 2017-19 and chair 2019-21. He has many presentations in various
national and international congress on Movement disorder and Parkinson disease as well as long
term Gastrostomy tube feeding in patient with stroke (he pioneered this procedure in South
Wales hospital in 1991).

Outside the professional sphere, Dr Raha has been a trailblazer when it comes to promotion of
Indian and Bengali culture and traditions in South Wales. He is a long-term trustee of the
Wales Puja Committee which is one of the oldest Puja committees in the UK celebrating Durga
Puja and will be celebrating its 50th Durga Puja in 2023. Anyone associated with the Puja will
know that the Durga Puja there is and has been spearheaded by one Dr Sandip Raha for many
years today. He has been the initiator and lead in conceptualising, securing funding and com-
pleting the making of Durga in Wales projects thrice over the past 20 years by artists from
Bengal. He is also the founder of another arts organisation called Sangeetanjali, which was
formed in 1997 and is involved in organising and presenting cultural events and concerts in and
around Cardiff ranging from traditional instruments like Sitar and Tabla to classical dances like
Bharatnatyam, Kathak, Rabindra Sangeet and Nazrul Geeti. Sangeetanjali is a coming fogether
of the Bengali diaspora from both sides of the border, West Bengal, and Bangladesh. Over the
years Dr Raha has led Wales Puja Committee and Sangeetanjali to host many great concerts
and events by visiting artists from India with great zeal and zest. Some of the highlights were
concerts by Purnadas Baul, Alok Roychowdhury, Nirmalendu chowdhury, Anindo Chatterjee,
saskatoon Musra, Purbayan Chatterjee Fossils to name a few. Most recently he was
instrumental in presenting Wales Puja Committee’s programme 'Satoborshe Pore' celebrating
100 years of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore's Viswa Bharati in Shatiniketan. It was a wonderful
collaboration between singer Saunak Chattopadhyay, elocutionist Samya Karpha (both from
Kolkata) and dancers and other performers from Cardiff. Dr Raha is also a trustee of the
Hindu Council of Wales which is an organisation representing the interests of Hindus in Wales.
He has been involved in raising funds for the erection of a bronze statue of Mahatma Gandhi in
Cardiff Bay and the building of a cremation ashes disposal site for Hindus on the banks of the
River Taff in Cardiff. It is fair to say that Dr Sandip Raha is a true trailblazer and champion in
promotion of Indian and Bengali culture and traditions in the UK. He is a true jewel for the
Bengali and Indian communities in South Wales.

Dr Raja Biswas (Sera Bengali, 2022)

Dr Biswas, MBBS (Kolkata), FRCP (UK) DGM (UK), a Consultant Physician in the Royal Glamorgan
Hospital, an Honorary Lecturer, Cardiff University; Clinical Service Group Director,
Department of Medicine is serving as his organisation's Clinical Service Group Director in the
Department of Medicine.




He is a firm believer in providing and delivering services that recognise

each person as an individual with unique needs. Since March 2020,

Dr Biswas has been involved in managing the COVID pandemic, both as

a frontline clinician working in a COVID ward and as a Clinical Service

Group Director in Medicine, organising services o be delivered for the

patient group. He was interviewed for Wales Online, ITV, and Indian

Media like Times of India, covering various aspects of Pandemic

management. Dr Biswas also undertook multiple webinars directed at

both Indian medical professionals as well as the general public, mainly

sharing the learning from the UK about the COVID pandemic. During the pandemic, Dr Raja
Biswas became aware of the disproportionate and adverse effects of the virus on the BAME
population and was involved with his colleagues in establishing the BAME Network on the health
board. Later, he was honoured to be elected as the network's chairperson. As chair of the
network, he has introduced multiple innovative projects to support BAME staff. He has been
actively involved in introducing a Discrimination Reporting System, a unique and perhaps the
only system in the UK to record any form of discrimination or racism faced by NHS Staff.

Dr Biswas is avidly interested in medical education and is an Honorary Clinical Lecturer for
Cardiff University. He is an examiner for MRCP PACES and the PLAB exams. His better half
Dr Mridul Biswas is a Consultant Psychiatrist. They live in Cardiff with daughter, who is
studying for her A-level exams. Dr Raja Biswas is highly enthusiastic about cricket, reading and
travelling and likes to indulge in these during his spare time.

Dr. Kausik Mukherjee (Sera Bengali, 2022)

A Consultant in Musculoskeletal Radiology in the University Hospital of

Wales, Dr Mukherjee did his medical training in The Medical College &

Hospital, Kolkata. He migrated to the UK for higher studies, completed

his FRCS from Edinburgh and decided to shift to Radiology for

higher training. After doing his FRCR, he went to Oxford for a

Fellowship in Musculoskeletal Radiology and then moved to Wales to

take up the consultant job in the University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff

in 2007. He is involved in the Radiology training of junior doctors and “

teaching of the students in Cardiff Medical School & Cardiff Radiography School. His
contribution in streamlining of the Radiology services during the pandemic led to a sea change
in how the department works and this was recognised when he was interviewed and featured in
the BBC Wales programme of "The Asian Wales'.

Beyond Radiology, Dr Mukher jee is actively involved in promoting and integrating Bengali
culture in Wales. He is an integral part of Wales Puja Committee, the oldest Indian organisation
of Wales, and prese




KRISHNA'’S RECIPE
Christina Roy, Catering Officer

Mach e Bhaate Bangali Fish paturi AR e

Ingredients

6 Tilapia fillets

100 gms mustard paste
2-3 green chillies

% tsp turmeric powder
3 cup grated coconut
Salt as needed

3 cup mustard oil

6 banana leaves

Method

Grind the mustard seeds with water into a
smooth paste.

Add the green chillies and grated coconut.
Marinate the fish fillets with the paste along
with all other ingredients.

Place each fillet in a leaf and wrap it up.
Bake in a microwave or conventional oven for
10 to 15 mins.

Serve hot with steamed boiled rice.

Healthy and tasty fish in a easy way to cook.

A strange desire for creativity aroused
by divinity

This charcoal sketch was inspired by an
autistic lady whose beauty just strums
your heartstrings.
Here i have kept her eyes closed cause T
felt she will be happier if she shuts out
the negativity around her. Her loving
touch, innocent and pure has the strength
/ of Maa Durga - hence my

Trinayani.

Dr Susupta Chaudhuri
Artist, Gynaecologist & Obstetrician




WATER COLOUR PAINTINGS by ANAMIKA CHATTERIEE
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African lady's joy of
peeling a juicy pineapple
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...And A Tale of the Queen

Queen Elizabeth-II had just been buried, hundreds of thousands of Britons and many more
outside the United Kingdom have been grieving this month. I remember that she visited India
thrice as "Lilybet” turned Elizabeth Regina - in 1961 as an honourable guest at the Republic
Day parade; in 1983 to attend the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting; and finally in
1997, to be a part of the 50th Anniversary celebrations of Indian independence.

In February 1961, she came to St. Paul's Cathedral in Calcutta when I was in high school,
getting ready to perform in the centenary celebrations of our beloved poet Rabindranath
Tagore. I still remember the Queen standing in an open- top car and waving to the people.

In 1983, she felicitated Mother Teresa, who dedicated her entire life in the humanitarian
service of millions of distressed destitute people in India. But the Queen's visit in 1997 is full
of remarkable incidents. This time Her Majesty, while addressing the banquet, commented: "It
is no secret that there have been some difficult episodes in our past. Jallianwala Bagh is a
distressing example." She was visiting Jallianwala Bagh 78 years after the notorious massacre -
indiscriminate, barbaric, mass killings of unarmed, peaceful, helpless people including the old
and the infirm, women and children. Our much-revered poet Rabindranath Tagore had refused
his Knighthood in his protest. During the Queen's visit after several decades, Indians had
expected that an apology for the shameful massacre. But alas! She placed a wreath at the
Martyrs' Memorial and signed of f without a word, as ER in the visitors' book.

We have no monarchy in India today. The British Queen was the constitutional head of state
and queen regnant of 32 foreign countries initially, reduced to 15 at the time of her death. In
that sense, it is worth mentioning the names of two constitutional heads of state in
independent India, the largest democracy in the world - our honourable first female Indian
President Pratibha Patil and our current President Draupadi Murmu, who has attended the
funeral of the Queen.

Queen Elizabeth IT during withessed three Indian Presidents' official visit to the UK - Dr S.
Radhakrishnan 1963, R. Venkataraman in 1990 and finally Pratibha Patil in 2009. During this
20089 visit of the Indian President, Her Majesty addressed the Buckingham Palace Banquet
with the remarks : "Britain and India have a long-shared history which today is a source of
great strength of building a new partnership fit for this new century." She also observed:
“Nearly 2 million of our own citizens are tied by descent and enduring family links to India.
They represent one of the United Kingdom's most dynamic and successful communities.
Relations between our two countries are built on strong and deep foundations, and are set fair
for the 21st century."

An interesting fact also comes to mind here. Notorious Indian business tycoons who happen to
be economic offenders- Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi, Lalit Modi - who looted thousands of crores
of people's hard-earned money from the Indian banks and other sources have found their safe
home in U.K. Of course, I remember Britain's aid for filtered drinking water and bustee" (slum)
development for Kolkata, but we have many more miles to go before we achieve our bare mini-
mum targets.

Our Indian President Draupadi Murmu, named after the Pandava Queen Draupadi from the epic
Mahabharat, comes from a humble tribal family. She was born six years after "Lilybet" became
the Queen and ascended the ladder of political leadership gradually- from being a minister in
Odisha to the Governor of Jharkhand, to finally, the President of India. The tribal and
economically backward population in India are optimistic about their future development. Both
the Queen and our Indian President are popular public figures with attractive personalities. But
the common Britons facing the cost of living crisis as well as millions of Indians, their everyday
battles for the very basic necessities of life will continue.




The Queen is dead. Long live the King.

They come, they go. Days don't change in favour of the common people
remarkably. And yet, we continue to dream of golden days - to gather ourselves
and pluck the beautiful mornings from the stalk of deadly distressed nights.

Jaganrath Bhadra

ODE TO THE LOST BOYS AND GIRLS

Over the years in my professional and in personal life, I have faced cancer- related deaths in
the younger generation. I have found this harsh and in my own way fried to reason it out. Being
a mother of a young one myself, this piece is written from a mum's perspective...

You have your power suit on,
Cruising past in that fast car;

While He wheels down that hall,
Vacant eyes catching the neon light,
Footsteps fading afar...

You feast on caviar and wine;
While He craves

Gourmet meal like none before,
Mum's precious home cooked food,
Within an arm'’s reach,

Yet so far away,

The pills churn in his little body
All night and all day..

You admire your dualfies,

And bask on your sunny holiday,
While He lifts his lone face

Up to the pristine sky,

And ambers of fading sun
Brings a sparkle to his eye...

And the sparkle lights up,
And the sparkle catch fire,
And the fire burns to ashes
While you are left in despair!

And the hopes

And the dreams

And the unjustness
That all night screams
So much to do

Yet so little time

All this beauty

It must be Divinel

Bring him back,

Or let me go,

My love is Fierce,

My love is Pure,

Is it then not enough

To bring Him back Home?

‘It is not' He says

While He takes my hand
And kisses my head,

‘But my love' He says

'Ts strong and shining,
And never will fade,

And together You and Me
Will cross those little Lies
That they call

Living and Dead.

Dr S'ona/f ﬁasgufta

THE AUTUMN LEAF
BOISHALI BISWAS

An artist of repute in the
USA weaves her magic
around the first autumnal
leaf to fall in her garden
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OUR BEAUTIFUL WORLD THROUGH THE EYES OF AN ARTIST

A teacher by profession, painting is my passion. I have done my Masters in Science from
Visvabharati University, Santiniketan and Fine Arts from University of Wales Trinity Saint
David.

I am fortunate to live by the coast where I get constant inspiration from the opulence that the
nature provides. The grandeur of Pembrokeshire landscapes - it's coastline, lush meadows and
the riots of colours that paint the sunset sky create strong emotional images in my mind which
guides me fo create my canvases into colourful extravaganza. I fry to create aesthetic
paintings that capture the energy of the profound moments as it moves through time and
space.

What I express in my paintings are not always what I see, but how I feel about what I see and
experience. I like to use strong colours and bold brush strokes to make the canvas vibrant.

As a mature painter, after graduating many years ago, I am still risking, pushing the edges and
striving for that fresh and alive work of art that feeds my soul.

3 HNAE
1 B

I work wi;“h oil, acrylic aﬁd |
mixed media.

Inefira Mefherfi




The Pembrokeshire seascape photographed by Indira

PUJA AND THE FLOWERS OF AUTUMN

This is the time of the year when most Bengalis living away
from homel feel a pang of sadness which is never quite
™ compensated for by the pomp and glamour of their local WA
™ Durga Pujo celebrations. For me, it is more about the season and its natural
ambience. Puja is announced by Nature by the dark cloudy skies turning a vivid blue punctuated
g by pristine, fluffy white clouds, by the green fields being lit up by the sudden
2 arrival of patches of wispy white kash flowers gently swaying in the autumn breeze
‘=38 and the ground below the sheuli trees strewn with a thick carpet of the exquisitely
“ delicate white flowers with the vivid orange stem.

But Nature announces the season differently here in Bangalore and, it is

just as grand and beautiful if you have the eyes to look for it. This is the

season when two contrasting flowers suddenly burst into bloom. One is the

African Tulip with its bold, large, bright flaming orange red flowers peeping

out of the dark green foliage. We call it Rudra Palash in Bengali - a beautiful hame. Palash is
what we call the Flame of the Forest. Rudra being a name of Shiva that refers to his
aggressive form, it perhaps signifies a bolder and more aggressive form of the delicate Palash.

Jostling for space with the Rudra Palash are the Akash Mallige trees. Also known

as as Jasmine of the Sky for its fragrant, white flowers, these tall, straight

trees seem to reach for the sky. While the African Tulips are large, bold and

vividly coloured, Akash Mallige flowers are delicate and subtle. They are long

stemmed, with a white star like flower hanging in clusters like dangling earrings, -
spraying showers of white on the green leaves. There were a few of them in Santiniketan too,
where I grew up. Rabindranath Tagore had named them Himjhuri , which roughly translated
means frost showers. Jhuri is also what we call the dangling roots of the Banyan tree. Perhaps
one could also think of them as dangling roots of frost. Like the Sheuli , the ground below be-
comes a fragrant carpet of fallen Akash Mallige.

As I travel to work on the Metro, the elevated tracks bring the contrasting Rudra Palash and
Akash Mallige flowers alternately right within my reach across the glass pane of the window,

and it is an experience I cherish. ﬂ/(' SUKAM./A Wf/A
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A Hundred Years Hence remembered

Neeleem Saha. Vice Chair person of WPC: Satoborsho Pore meaning 100
years hence' in Bengali celebrated 100 years of Gurudeb Rabindranath
Tagore's Viswa Bharati in Shantiniketan in 2021. Two eminent artists from
Kolkata, Saunak Chattopadhyay (vocalist) and Samya Karpha (elocutionist)
originally conceived the idea of Satoborsho Pore which is script based and
includes multiple art forms and digital media. Both had performed
individually in Cardiff before, so were no strangers to WPC. They had
presented Satoborsho Pore at a few venues
== in India over 2021 -2022. One of our senior
woa®’oge =2 members Dr Sandip Raha, is very passionate
o el © . about Bengali culture and in particular, art
1 .- Bl < forms related to Rabindranath Tagore. He
B e e initially floated the idea of bringing the production to Cardiff and
% in consultation with Saunak, Samya, musicians from London and our
- =% cultural team to device a way of presenting the programme which

< e included all of them while having very little rehearsal time
] physically. The biggest challenge to having such a programme was
obviously funding as ticket revenue alone from a Bengali programme was impossible to fund a
programme that could cost upwards of
£8000. Sandipda explored the idea of
getting an Arts Council of Wales grant
to support it and upon getting an
encouraging vibe from the Arts Council,
wrote up an application almost single
handed. This onerous job and
Sandipda’s detailed writing resulted in
WPC being awarded a grant of £6600
to support the programme. The
Seligman Theatre in the Chapter Arts
Centre in Canton was chosen as the
venue for the production as it had all
the facilities required and was of the
right size. It had raked seating, a large and deep stage, good PA equipment and lighting. The
programme preparation was done largely virtually between Sounak, Samya, musicians from
London and over ten local dancers from Cardiff using the script provided by

¥ Saunak and Samya. They arrived in

- Cardiff two days before the

programme and had only two
¢ physical rehearsal sessions with all

Inspite of that, it was a superb

g~#%8 Tt was amazing that a production
® 0 19 with so many different aspects -
‘ B live and recorded vocals, dances,
live music and contextual media
slides and videos in the ;
background worked like clockwork. Dr Madhuparna
Mitra (Moondi) anchored the evening with flawless perfection and her passion for Bengali art
and culture shone through. We also had three speakers who spoke about their personal
experiences of Shantiniketan and Viswa Bharati including Dr Shiladitya Sinha (Mikuda) who ran
down from the AV Room where moments ago he was creating a last moment powerpoint on the
request of an invited spear, spoke of his experiences and family ties and then rushed back to




manage the projections and sound with the AV engineer for the duration of
the programme and made sure that the lighting and the vocal playbacks were
perfectly timed with the script.

Many volunteers worked on supporting setup,
marketing, programme preparation, transport etc.

One of the highlights of the evening was a quilled picture of Gurudeb made
by 12 year old Shivangi Das (Rayee) which had been beautifully framed by
proud dad Sayantan Das. Rayee, a very talented WPC star already, was also
one of the dancers on stage and the frame was on display on the side of the
stage through the evening.

The audience was great and they now want

more such programmes in Cardiff. The

audience consisted of the Bengali diaspora

whether they were of Bangladeshi or Indian

heritage and it was a great celebration of

Bengali culture. The programme ended

beautifully with Sandipda rightly giving a <

token of appreciation o each participant on '

behalf of WPC. It was an amazing and unique celebration of Gur‘udeb
Rabindranath Tagore, Viswa Bharati and Bengali Culture in Cardiff.

' a5 Dr Liza Mukhopadhyay, Cultural Officer of WPCs: Gurudev's lasting
B m legacy has been remembered again this year in the heart of Cardiff.

3 Our collective love and affection to those masterpieces lead us to
reach out to Samyo and Sounak, acclaimed artists from Kolkata. The
duo has been contemplating performing in the UK. A similar programme
they have scripted and staged in

Kolkata which was a huge success. We have been fortunate
to be a part of that original essence of 'Kolkata krishti’.
Involving the local artists added a different dimension to
the flavour of the unique mix of performances. The script
again was written and rehearsed over and over again,
painstakingly creasing out to perfection fo cater for our
wonderful audience at Cardiff. Mrs Sinjini Chakraborty
and Mrs Amrita Banerjee have been instrumental as usual
in choreography binding all of us performers fogether.
What resulted was one of a kind in the history of
Cardiff's cultural milieu.




Dr Madhuparna Mitra, Compere: It was my immense pleasure to compere

this extraordinary program “Shotoborsho Pore”, celebrating 100 years of

Viswabharati, the vision of our Kobi Guru Rabindranath Tagore. Samya &

Sounak conceptualised this beautiful rendition of poetry, music and dances to

celebrate the various festivals that are unique to Shantiniketan for eg

Brikho Ropon & Barsha Mangal Utsavs. The accompanying voice overs through

audio visuals clips made in Shantiniketan added a different dimension to the \.

program. The Bengali community in Cardiff, Wales added their personal touch . \\§

by joining in live with Tagore's music & dance which they blended seamlessly

with the script. It was my great honour not only to introduce the superbly

talented duo Samya & Sounak, but also to showcase our local talents who kept

the audience captivated. I also had the pleasure of calling on stage 3 ex-

Shantiniketanites, from whom we heard about their personal memories & experiences. Their

words took us back to this enchanting place, a unique place of learning & living as visualised by

Tagore. The introductory & concluding speeches given by Dr Raha & Dr Mukherjee depicted how

proud Wales Puja Committee was to be able to bring a small piece of Viswabharati on the world
stage, it involved hours of planning & preparation including numerous
zoom meetings, grant applications and rehearsals - so much work went
behind the scene to bring this spectacular riot of music & colour on
stage. I hope I was able o successfully combine these unique elements
through my script and compere with humility, dignity & respect that
this program called for. T am humbled & honoured to be part of this
extraordinary experience. :
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